Tuesday, January 6th, 2008
USSF Academy Teams - Adopt a Family


This year the USSF Carmel United Academy U16 and U18 players decided that they wanted to do something more during this holiday season of giving.  Griffin Drake, a U16 Academy player, got the teams together to see if they would be interested in adopting a family through the United Christmas Service program.  It did not take any convincing for all the players to agree that this was what they wanted to do.  

On Sunday, December 14th the players all met at an Indianapolis store to begin shopping for the family of 6 that they had adopted.  The players broke off into groups to shop for a certain family member from the list of items that they were provided with.  Within an hour and a half all the items on the 6 different lists were purchased.  After checking out, they headed to Jesse Miser's home to begin wrapping the gifts that they would deliver later that afternoon to the family in Indianapolis.

Upon arrival at the home of the adopted family, one of the young children was waiting outside their home for the players' arrival.  He welcomed the boys into their home and each Academy player carried gifts in to place under their Christmas tree.  The single mother of 5 was shocked to see what these young men had done for her family and said that they are a true blessing and should be proud of what fine young gentlemen they all are.  She told them this was 100 times more than she had ever expected.

It was a new experience for many of the players to shop and wrap so many gifts in a single day, but they were very excited to be able to do something so wonderful for someone they had never met.  They worked great as a team on this project and really came together for those that are less fortunate.  Each player took away from this project a greater sense of what the season is all about.

