CUSC Playing Up Policy

We have received several questions regarding tryouts and "playing up".  Accordingly, please find below the Club's policy on "playing up".  This policy, as amended as appropriate, has been in effect for several years.  This policy supersedes all other policies, letters or interpretations of the "playing up" policy.

"Playing up will be permitted for 4 primary reasons.

"(1) OLDER AGE GROUP ACADEMY TEAM.  Playing up into an older age group will be permitted on an Academy team when it is determined to be in the best interests of the player and teams involved.  Playing up will be considered when, in the determination of the Director of Coaching and Player Development, the Director of Coaching Senior Boys, the Director of Coaching Junior Boys, the Director of Coaching Junior Girls or the Director of Coaching Youth Academy ("Directors of Coaching"), the player in question is sufficiently talented to be one of the best players on the older age Academy team.

"For many years, the language 'sufficiently talented to be one of the best players on the older age Academy team' has been interpreted by the Director of Coaching and the Board to mean one of the top 5 players in an older age group's Academy team (the 'top 5 player' rule).  

"(2) YOUTH ACADEMY POOL.  Playing up will also be considered when the age group in question is training and playing as a pool.  This is applicable to the U9 and U10 age groups beginning with the Fall of 2008.  For example, if it is in a player's best interest from a player development perspective, a U10 player may be asked to play on any U11 team by the Director of Coaching Youth Academy.

"(3) COMPELLING INDIVIDUAL OR PERSONAL REASONS.  Playing up will be allowed when compelling individual or personal reasons are present.

"(4) NECESSARY TO COMPLETE A TEAM.  Finally, playing up will also be allowed on (senior) premier teams when there is not a sufficient number of players to complete a team.  For reasons such as 6 man rule, we will make an effort to accommodate CUSC players to remain in the club by placing them on older teams if possible."

Additionally, players will only be allowed to tryout with an older age group if personally asked by a Director of Coaching.  Permission by the team's coach will not suffice unless it is a Director of Coaching of their respective age and gender group.

Thank you for your continued support of Carmel United Soccer Club.

