Senior ECNL Managers Meeting

ECNL 2011-2012 Season

Wednesday, February 9th, 2011 @ Stacked Pickle in Carmel

Welcome and General Information

· Handouts provided included:

· Summary of the January 14, 2011 ECNL Member Meeting

· List of new clubs accepted into ECNL Membership. Now a total of 66 clubs.

· List of questions from Managers


ECNL Structure for 2011-2012

Regional & National Event Play

· 66 clubs in 4 regions (8 divisions/conferences)
· See the Summary handout for event schedule and calendar

· See the Summary handout for new substitution rule

· All National Events will be stand-alone events in 2011-2012

· Clubs/teams will select from the National Events and choose those that work best for them.


Q & A

High School Concerns:

1) Can an ECNL Player play on their high school team?


Yes. ECNL regional games will be scheduled around each state’s high school system. There is flexibility in the schedule in that regional games can be moved if approved by both teams and ECNL.  For the National Events, clubs will choose those that fit within the needs of their club/team’s schedules. 

2) Do ECNL teams play year round?

Some teams could choose to do this, but teams cannot play high school and ECNL at the same time. 
ODP Concerns:


      1) Can an ECNL Player qualify for and participate in ODP? How will they be carded?

The ECNL will not preclude players from participating in ODP. To participate in ODP, a player must be registered with a US Youth Soccer team (ECNL is a US Club Soccer league). For CUSC players, the club will work with Indiana Youth Soccer to roster players as secondary players or tournament only players to make sure that players who want to participate in ODP may do so. There may be an additional cost for this.

For 2011, there is overlap between ODP holdover Regional camp and the ECNL National Championship. Players will have to make decisions on which event they will be participating in for 2011 only.  This will be done in advance of the event/camp, so that other players may be properly rostered to participate in the ECNL event in place of any players who may choose to attend ODP holdover camp. 

In 2012, the ECNL National Championship event will be moved to June, so there will be no conflict between regional ODP camp and ECNL.

State Cup Concerns:
1) Can an ECNL Team play in State Cup? Why did the U15’s play in state this year when the others didn’t?

ECNL will not preclude teams from participating in State Cup. However, to qualify for State Cup, a team must participate in an Indiana Youth Soccer/US Youth Soccer approved league – GIRLS, ISL, and MRL.  Given the schedule of 32-34 games provided by ECNL events, it will be physically impossible for teams to also participate in a league that would qualify them for State Cup play.

For 2011, the CUSC board decided to uphold a decision made at the beginning of the 2010-2011 season to not allow Elite senior girls teams to participate in State Cup 2011. However, the U15 team did not feel this was in their best interests and gained approval to play through Indiana Youth Soccer. We may have more information about this decision and its effect on all teams after the 2/14 CUSC board meeting.

Substitution Rule Concerns:

1) What would be the impact for our team for playing time with the new substitution rules? Why was the rule changed and how do you justify going to a showcase if you are not going to get much playing time?

ECNL members discussed and unanimously approved the league’s adoption of the FIFA substitution rules.  (See handout).  The change was directed and supported by US Soccer, and is currently used in the Developmental Academy. The change will better prepare players for a style of play needed in college and will challenge coaches and players, alike to play the game strategically. All players on the team 1-18 will need to be equally prepared mentally, physically and emotionally to play in this environment. 
There is an assumption that certain players may not get as much playing time. This will be coach and club managed to develop the teams and players to their fullest potential. The playing time could be decided and communicated in advance and team rosters manipulated based on what is needed for that game or event. 

2) How do the Carmel coaches feel about the rule?


The CUSC coaching staff is fully in support of the rule. The rule is a change – but in reality, this is the game of soccer. This change will force coaches to focus even more on developing players and showcasing them.   The club could decided to communicated to players and families in advance – at tryouts – about where a player falls on the roster, so that the family can make an informed decision about whether or not playing in the ECNL is in the best interests of that player and family. Rosters may be manipulated to take some players to some events and other players to other events – based on the environment, health of the players, etc.

Players being able to Play Up Concerns:


    1) ECNL encourages “playing up.” What is Carmel’s stand on this and how would our team be impacted? Would girls be added to our roster for playing up and/or would some of our girls play up on another team?

The concept of moving a player up to find a more challenging and competitive environment is not new and is something that CUSC has implemented for many years.  A player will not be asked to play up unless it is in the best interests of that player.  The club and league want to create an environment where every child – from bottom to top – is challenged to develop to their fullest potential. Players may be asked to train in a “playing up” environment as individuals or groups and could be asked to attend certain events, as deemed in the best interest of the players, teams and club.

3) Can a Premier Player be asked to play in an ECNL event? If so, does the player have to be rostered with ECNL in advance? And when will these players be asked to do this?

Yes – but they must be carded as US Club, ECNL players in advance. The league only accepts player registrations to card players at certain times during the year. So, players will be notified and carded well in advance of the event.
Cost to Play in ECNL:

      
     1) What is the cost to play in ECNL?

Per the team managers, the cost has not been significantly different from year’s past when playing MRL and doing showcases.  The club and league are doing all they can to keep it affordable. The big cost change (whether ECNL or MRL) is noticed when moving between junior teams (U9-U14) to senior teams (U15-U18). 

Destination Club:


      1) I saw Carmel is a destination club. What does that entail?


It simply means that CUSC is a member of the ECNL and can host ECNL regional events.

Other Questions:


How does the ECNL affect the Premier Teams?

It will not affect the premier teams. Players may be asked to play in ECNL events, but they will be notified in advance.

Do the ECNL teams have different uniforms?

Not at this time. They wear the CUSC uniform with and ECNL patch. They may wear different color combinations (blue, gold, blue or gold, blue, white). There has been discussion about allowing the ECNL teams to play under the Indiana United name, but nothing is changing at this time.

U14 Participation in ECNL:

1) At U14- What teams are participating?

Teams from the same clubs who participate in all other ECNL age groups.

2) How far will we have to travel for league games? 

The U14 division will be set up just like all the other divisions with a region consisting of two conferences. The U14’s will have 32 games between fall and spring with a “Regional Championship” event in the fall and will also attend the National Championship event at the end of the spring.
    3)  Out of the 7 weekends for league games, how many weekends will we host?

About half of the games will be home games.

4)  What will the roster size be for ECNL teams?

While you can roster larger teams per ECNL rules, CUSC will continue to roster 18 players per team at this time.

5) What will the game roster size be?

18

6) If academy style is offered with larger rosters, will those players not receive as much playing time as they would if they were in a different league?
No discussion has been made about having larger, academy style rosters at this time.

7) How will playing time be handled with subbing restrictions?

In the same way it will be handled at all other age groups (see above).

8) What is being done to build the U14 age group for next year?

Coaching staff is working to build the age group by providing the best environment for player development.  We will market the ECNL and name the coach as soon as possible.

